
12 Angry Men (1957)
Directed by Sidney Lumet
	Three adjectives come to mind when reflecting upon the film 12 Angry Men: brilliant, suspenseful, and masterfully directed. It’s brilliant due to the amazing camera angles, suspenseful from the perfectly fitted music, and masterfully directed because of the changes from the play to improve the movie. If not for these three qualities, twelve angry men would simply be an old, black and white movie.
	The smartly organized camera angles in this movie greatly boost the viewer’s opinion. When thinking of this, one scene in particular comes to mind. In the very first scene of the play, the camera shows the courthouse from below then directly after, goes inside it and shows the workers from above. All though most might not think too much of this, the viewer’s mind is influenced without them knowing it, towards the point of the angles. First off, when the camera views the courthouse from below, it adds a feeling of greatness to it. Then, when the camera views the workers, it makes them look weak, and unimportant. Adding these together, a sense of power comes upon the courthouse making it seem much more important than all of the workers in it put together. If you rethink the scene, you can understand how these camera angles actually work together to make one feeling.
	Apart from the camera angles, no movie is complete without music. I can’t think of any good movies without it. If you take away the music, you take away the feeling. A comedic movie 


is defined by its bouncy tune, on another note (pardon the pun), a horror movie is defined by its deep, and usually slow, heart wrenching music. In the film, a scene that clearly sticks out is the scene where juror number eight calls a vote. In the scene, he decides to be excluded from the vote, and if all eleven men besides him call guilty, he will also do so. This is highly suspenseful because it could determine the complete outcome of the situation. The suspenseful music of this scene moves you to the edge of your seat, metaphorically, and it keeps your eyes glued to the scene as you wonder what the turnout might be.
It’s also evident that the brilliance of the director shone through in this movie. In the very last scene of the play, the juror number three finally gets agitated enough to break down and vote not guilty. In the movie, he expresses some mise-en-scène, the final scene is much more emotional than in the play because number three’s bottled up stress finally comes out and makes the movie’s ending seem even more fulfilling. The director of the movie was completely brilliant in making this change because he new that such a film needs to go out with a huge bang. He most likely felt the previous play ending was slightly uninteresting and needing to be boosted with some emotional trauma.
After reviewing the characteristics used in 12 Angry Men, it is easy to see how important qualities such as camera angles, music, and mise-en-scène are. Without them, 12 Angry Men would be a horrible movie and be incredibly boring. Instead, the director was amazingly brilliant and my final conclusion is that 12 Angry Men is an excellent movie.
